
Council of the EU:
Reject the Ban and Support Sustainable Development & Poverty Alleviation

The European Parliament has voted to ban palm oil biofuels under the Renewable Energy Directive.

Is this decision in Europe’s strategic interests? 

It’s up to the Council of the European Union to decide. 

A ban will signal to Europe’s partners that the EU prioritises discrimination over its strategic geopolitical and trade interests. 

It will send the message that Europe is retreating from the WTO, and withdrawing from its trade commitments in Asia. 

Worse, it will signal that Europe no longer values the UN Sustainable Development Goals. Instead, it prioritises domestic politics, 
even when it hurts the world’s poor. 

Palm oil reduces poverty and generates wealth for Malaysia’s palm oil farmers and workers. Our small farmers rely on palm oil to 
support their families, to put food on their tables and to send their children to school. 

Let’s be clear: The ban will be a catastrophic sentence by Europe for 3.2 million Malaysians, including 650,000 small farmers, and 
their families. 
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